
Minutes of the Meeting of Long Whatton & Diseworth Parish Council held on Thursday 1st

June 2017 at 7.30pm at the Diseworth Village Hall, Hall Gate, Diseworth.  

1769 Attendance and apologies  
Present:  Cllrs S Roberts Chairman, D Bamford, M Hobbs, S Perkins, P Gillatt and A Cawdell.          
Samantha Lockwood, Clerk.
County Councillor: Cllr N Rushton.    
Apologies:  Cllrs D Wiggins.   

1770 Code of Conduct - Councillors’ Declarations of Interest
Resolved:  Cllr D Bamford declared a non pecuniary interest at point 1776 (d), he left the room at this 
item and took no part in the discussion or decision making.   Cllr Peter Gillatt declared a non pecuniary 
interest at point 1776 (e) he left the room at this item and took no part in the discussion or decision 
making.  

1771 Minutes of the previous meeting of the Council
Resolved:  The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 4th May 2017, previously circulated, be 
taken as a true record, confirmed and signed.

1772 Any matters to be raised with the County Councillor.
Resolved:  Cllr Rushton explained that the Conservatives had been a successful party and if the Parish 
Council required support to contact him.  

Signage was mentioned as a county matter by the Parish Council, due to the amount of time it takes to 
get signs replaced/installed.  Cllr Rushton explained which officer to report highways issues to directly 
and to also copy him into the email.  Reported were the weight limit signs entering Diseworth at both 
junctions along the Ashby Road.  

Also mentioned was the continued high volume of traffic due to the Smart Motorways programme and 
the Roxhill Development.  Cllr Rushton has asked for this information.  Clerk with send through.  

1773 Any matters to be raised with the District Councillor.  
Resolved:  None.    

1774  Police, crime, safety
(a) Police report. 

Crime figures:  
Increased police presence continues

An increased number of armed and unarmed police officers will remain on frontline duties across 
Leicester, Leicestershire and Rutland throughout the Bank Holiday and into half-term to maintain 
public safety.

And as the terrorist threat level continues to be assessed as “critical”, officers will be out and 
about attending public event and patrolling crowded places and entertainment venues, as we 
anticipate families will be visiting local attractions and enjoying the sunny weather.

Our regional teams are now being supported by officers from the strategic policing reserves who 
will be deployed to key locations across the East Midlands, including our force area. These 
additional firearms officers provide additional resilience and are on patrol to offer further 
reassurance to our communities.

Assistant Chief Constable Rob Nixon said: “The terrible events that took place in Manchester on 
Monday night continue to reverberate throughout the UK, and we are all working hard to remain 
vigilant to protect you and your loved ones at this extremely difficult and challenging time.
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“You are likely to see greater numbers of police officers, and some of these will be armed. These 
extra officers will now include additional firearms officers from the strategic policing reserve who 
are providing further support to local teams who have been working tirelessly since the attack in 
Manchester this week.

“Don’t be worried or frightened by the presence of these teams – they are there to keep you safe.
We don’t want you to be unduly alarmed about your personal safety, but it is important that you 
take sensible steps to protect yourself and your loved ones in the current climate.”

Residents are being urged to remain alert and aware of their surroundings. We want to hear from 
you if you see anything suspicious, be it a vehicle, package or person. You should rely on your 
instincts about whether something is suspicious – we would always prefer you to ring us if you 
are in any doubt.

People can report any suspicious activity by calling the confidential Anti-Terrorist Hotline - 0800 
789 321. It is staffed around the clock by specialist counter-terrorism police officers and staff.

A text phone service is also available for people with speech or hearing difficulties on 0800 032 
45 39 (text messages from mobiles are not accepted).

The Beat team would like to meet you 
We hold regular beat surgeries and engagement events.

You can meet us at:
Saturday 17th June 11am - Worthington Village Fete
Saturday 1st July 2pm - Belton village show at Belton Primary
Sunday 2nd July 11am – Music in the Park Castle Donington
Friday 7th July 12pm – Breedon on the Hill Annual Picnic – St Hardolph’s School
Sunday 27th August 1 pm - Long Whatton village show

Crime Figures May – Long Whatton / Diseworth
No crimes reported

1775 Chairman’s Report 
RESOLVED:  Article to be included in the local magazines...
What is a Parish Council? Why do we have one? What do they do for me, as a villager? How do they 
work? Where do they get their money from? Are the councillors three headed monsters?

These were some of the questions that went through my mind when I first moved to the village many 
years ago. The Parish Council was always spoken of in hushed tones – they were all powerful and could
grant wishes to the lucky few. They met in mysterious circumstances once a month and the doors were 
barred to all comers. Matters of high importance were spoken of in a strange language and we could 
only understand these words if we possessed a magic stick.

What nonsense. 

I found out that these myths were totally untrue when I became actively involved in the Parish Council a 
good few years ago at the request of Rosie McConachie, who told me more women were needed on the
Council. Mind you my first meeting was a complete blank to me – I hadn’t a clue what was going on, but 
I did discover that they talk about plans – oh yes – my ears pricked up – plans. Now I can find out about 
what goes on in the villages and who is proposing to build what and where. 

Here are a few facts that might help to dispel the secrets of a Parish Council:-
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 A parish council is a civil local authority found in England and is the lowest, or first, tier of local 
government. Parish councils have unpaid councillors who are elected to serve for four years, 
unless a casual vacancy arises which may be filled by a by-election or by co-option.

 They are not connected to the Church in any way; that is the Parochial Church Council.

 Their activities fall into three main categories: 1) representing the local community, 2) delivering 
services to meet local needs, and improving quality of life and 3) community wellbeing.

 Parish councils are funded by levying a "precept", a tax.

 They do not have three heads.

Let’s take the last point first – the precept. This is YOUR money collected in your Council Taxes and 
then paid to the PC each year when they submit their budget to the District Council. When the PC gives 
grants to groups, organisations, events etc. it is YOUR money that they are giving away – so it is in the 
interest of the PC to spend it wisely, and consider each application on its individual merit.

The first point regarding electing councillors is really a ‘bone of contention’ for many PCs. As with our 
Council, consisting of Long Whatton and Diseworth, a total of about 2,500 people inhabit these villages. 
If we remove the number of ineligible folk – babies, school children etc. and the remainder are on the 
electoral roll, that makes roughly 2,000 people that could stand for election. We struggle to get enough 
people interested to make the Council quorate.  The role of a Councillor is to represent the whole 
electorate; listen to and represent the views of the whole community and form sound judgements based 
on what is best for the community. We DO listen to what residents want and try, to our best ability, to 
carry out those wishes; which brings me to the second point – PC activities.

The first part has been dealt with. The second part can be divided into DUTY and POWER.

The PC has a duty to provide allotments. I think that’s been done that quite successfully!

The PC has the power to provide and maintain a vast range of facilities or they can contribute towards 
their provision by others (grants). This variety of important and visible local services includes bridleways,
bus shelters, car parks, commons and open spaces, community transport schemes, community safety 
and crime reduction measures, events and festivals, footpaths, leisure and sports facilities, litter bins, 
public toilets, planning, street cleaning and lighting, tourism activities, traffic calming measures, village 
greens and youth projects. 

Parish councils must also be notified by the district or county council of:-

All planning applications in their areas

Proposals to carry out sewerage works

Footpath and bridleway (more generally, 'rights of way') surveys

Intention to make byelaws in relation to hackney carriages, music and dancing, promenades, sea shore 
and street naming.

Planning is the biggest issue that can cause headaches all round, especially where the development is 
large, contentious or inappropriate to some but not others. The PC has to listen to and understand all 
views and make the best judgement based on all arguments put forward.  We have to listen to the 
community. If there are no objections it is relatively simple, but larger schemes can cause quite a bit of a 
problem. 
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Long Whatton and Diseworth Parish Council is managed by the Clerk who administers all that we do. 
The clerk is our fount of all knowledge and keeps us on the straight and narrow!! If she doesn’t know the 
answer she can find out pretty quickly.

So to conclude – The Councillors are normal everyday people who are interested in keeping the villages 
ticking over and functioning as best they can. They are not three headed monsters. They do not grant 
wishes - they give grants or pay for things that will benefit the community; they do meet once a month 
but the doors are open to ALL; there are no strange languages spoken – terminology might be a bit odd 
though – above all they are there to represent you. If you don’t like what they say then tell them, and 
maybe even consider standing for election yourself. 

This article and further information can be found on the new Parish Council website – www.lwdpc.org.uk

Have a look, be curious and come along to check about those three heads!!

Sue Roberts
Chairwoman of Long Whatton and Diseworth Parish Council.

1776 Administration & Finance 
(a) Clerk's Report.   

CLERK’S ADMINISTRATION REPORT - 1st June 2017.   

Long Whatton Play Area Update
Awards for All Grant Application has been sent off and recieved.  I recieved a letter a couple of days ago 
explaining that the Parish Council had been unsuccesful for a grant as the grant we had asked for was 
over £25k excluding VAT and that they were unsure whether the Parish Council owned the land!  I 
explained that the price/equipment wasn't set in stone and we could alter this to fit the under £25k 
including VAT and I confirmed that the Parish Council doesn't own the land but has a 25 year lease 
coming through, in which I could provide eveidence.  I have been advised to resubmit the application 
form, changing the details of cost and explain more about the lease.  Although A4A can not guarentee 
funding they would re look at our application as it appeared to be a good application otherwise.  

LCC sent through an email to our solicitor explaining that the freehold land of the County Council is 
registered.   They attached official copy title entries and title plan for LT 380434. The current lease was 
granted in 2002 and its contractual term ends in August of this year.  It was also a contracted out lease.  
The old lease was noted on the freehold title, although not itself registered. The new lease will, of 
course, need to be registered.  LCC propose to prepare a new, full lease now...rather than use a short 
renewal lease document.  I shall let you have a draft in the near future.

I have sent through a confirmation email for our solicitor to accept the service of the notice under the 
Landlord & Tenant Act 1954 on behalf of the Parish Council.  

EMG – SRFI
Cllr P Gillatt - Whatton Road will have a staggered junction (map provided) and this will have pedestrian 
and footpath linkage.  
Next meeting 12th July 2017 - EMG Head Office – 5pm.    

NWLDC Green Grants Application Form
Painting of the railings and phone box is now COMPLETE!!!!  This has made the area look nice and 
bright and the Cross area now complete.  This was made possible through the Parish Council precept 
and NWLDC Green Grants.  If there are other projects you'd like to see throughout Long Whatton and 
Diseworth please contact the Parish Council at parishcouncil@lwdpc.org.uk or please attend any 
meeting, all members of public are welcome to attend and to speak in Open Forum.  
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Watercourse modelling proposals Diseworth and Hathern 
To arrange a meeting with EMA and Hathern Parish Council – trying to get LCC to agree to a date.  

Highways England and LCC Highways – Roxhill/Smart motorways.    
Emailed both Highways England and LCC Highways explaining that since the Smart Motorways 
Programme and the Roxhill development started; Long Whatton and Diseworth has had experienced 
severe increased traffic through the centre of the villages.  The Parish Council wishes to express it's 
concerns to Highways England, on behalf of the community, to stress that the restrictions now on the 
main routes i.e. the smart motorways programme are causing traffic to divert through roads that cannot 
take the volume of traffic. Is there anything you could suggest to help the situation.  

List of Local Heritage Assets – Councillors to let me know – Cllr D Bamford to ask Pat Guy?  

51 The Green, Long Whatton
I have been in touch with NWLDC Planning Dept regarding the conditions relating to the above 
application.  Information received was that: the whole build, including the drive and fence have not been 
built in accordance with the plans submitted and obviously there hasn't been a bus shelter built at all.  

The applicant needs to re submit plans in order to make the build lawful and this needs to be done asap 
and at present NWLDC hadn't received an updated application.  

Enforcement are aware of the situation; they are aware they may need to up their game legally and I 
now have a contact for the person dealing with this if the Parish Council require further updates.  

Bulb Planting within the Parish
A resident from Long Whatton explained that after a utility company came to do some works on Turvey 
Lane they dug the ground up and the daffodils planted for Mac Million Charity didn't survive.  I thought 
perhaps the Parish Council could do some bulb planting with NWLDC?  Usually its 50% match funding at
certain times of the year, but we could plant in different areas of the village to make areas look attractive 
at different times of the year, depending on the bulbs we planted.  

Payments Approved - June

PAYEE                                        REASON £ CHEQUE
S Lockwood                      May Salary and expenses   £782.75  101064
A Clark                      May Salary and expenses £64.00  101065
Target Pest Control LTD Dog               Waste Bins Jun/Jul/Aug £72.00  101066
R P Hunt Services                      1st Invoice – Grass cutting contract £3000.00  101067
Playing Fields Association                   Membership 17/18 £30.00  101068

Total £3948.75
(b) To confirm to renew the annual membership to Leicestershire and Rutland Playing Fields 

Association.  
Resolved:  The Parish Council agreed to renew the annual membership to Leicestershire and Rutland 
Playing Fields Association.  

(c) The Parish Council to agree and sign the contract set by the Community Heartbeat Trust 
for the transfer of Diseworth Telephone Kiosk.  

Resolved:  The Parish Council agreed and asked the Clerk to sign the contract set by the Community 
Heartbeat Trust for the transfer of Diseworth Telephone Kiosk.  

(d) To consider financial support towards Diseworth Village Show 2017. 
Resolved:  A grant application form was received from the Diseworth Village Show committee 
asking for the Parish Council to provide financial support towards the annual show in September.
£200 was proposed by Cllr M Hobbs and seconded by Cllr P Gillatt; all agreed.  

(e) To consider financial support towards Long Whatton Village Show 2017.  
Resolved:  A grant application form was received from the Long Whatton Village Show 
committee asking for the Parish Council to provide financial support towards the annual show in 
August.  £200 was proposed by Cllr S Perkins and seconded by Cllr M Hobbs; all agreed.  

(f)  Following the latest Independent Play Area Inspections, undertaken by RoSPA; the Parish
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Council to discuss the reports.  - (Reports Fwd to Cllrs) 
Resolved:  All members of the Parish Council have received the latest Independent Play Area 
Inspections, undertaken by RoSPA; the Parish Council agreed for the groundsman and Clerk to 
visit the areas.  The work required is at Long Whatton Play Area, adjacent to the primary school, 
which is already in hand.  

(g) The Parish Council to consider the proposal received from the grounds maintenance 
contractor, regarding the additional extras to the contact, requested by the Parish Council.

Resolved:  Following a site meeting held with members of the Millennium Meadow  Committee and the 
grass cutting contractor on Thursday 27th April; please see below what was resolved and the quote for 
additional works:

Diseworth Millennium Meadow, 
 1st cut (mow collect and heap on site,  remove within 4 weeks) to be completed by end of 

June.   
2nd cut, approx late September, depending on growth, either flail mowed and arising left 
(no extra cost), or mow collect and heap on site (heap will not be removed until after 1st 
cut the following season), cost for extra mow collect £300 + VAT
NOTE, mow & collect machinery requires a minimum clearance of 2m width AND height 

Resolved:  The Parish Council agreed to the above work and price at the Millennium Meadow.  
 

Diseworth Village Hall
 To mow and collect playing field EVERY visit, arisings deposited on compost heap in top 

left corner. cost will be EXTRA £400 +VAT per season
  current contract is to mow and leave.  Mow and collect before village show is as a gesture of 

good will.  

Resolved:  The Parish Council explained that it would ask for an additional quote from the 
contractor regarding having two additional cuts through the season, rather than a 'cut and 
collect'; once quote is received the Parish Council will consider the cost.  Cllr D Banford is to take
this information to the Village Hall Committee to seek its view and come back to Council.  

(h) To discuss changing the Diseworth Post Code from Derbyshire to Leicestershire.  
Resolved:  Cllr S Perkins raised this matter with the Parish Council, explaining there is often 
confusion with our location due to Diseworth being in Leicestershire and having a Derby Post 
Code.  This has led to difficulties arranging services i.e. social care etc.  Cllr Perkins has looked 
into this possibility and it requires proof that a consultation has taken place and that at least 50% 
of the residents agree with the proposed, before Royal Mail will consider it.  Cllr Perkins is going 
to write a short article in the Dialogue to test the water.  

1777 Local Council Affairs 
(a) The Clerk to update the Parish Council on the current situation at Long Whatton Play Area,

adjacent to the Primary School.  
Resolved:  Please see above in the Clerk's report.  

1778 Planning
(a) Planning Applications: consider and respond to the following:

17/00531/FUL:  Proposed construction of a staff/tenant/visitor car park for the Pegasus 
Business Park (372 no. spaces) at Land At Pegasus Business Park, East Midlands Airport, 
Castle Donington, DE74 2UZ.  - NO OBJECTIONS, however, the Parish Council would like to
state that adequate consideration has been taken into account regarding the surface 
water management, including appropriate drainage for the size of the development.    

17/00532/FUL:  Erection of workshop building and equipment storage container at Aeropark, 
East Midlands Airport, Castle Donington, Derby, DE74 2SA.  - NO COMMENT.  
16/00228/FUL:  Erection of detached dwelling with associated detached garage and formation of 
new vehicular access onto Hall Gate at Hallfield Farm, 1 Hall Gate, Diseworth, Derby, DE74 2QJ.
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- NO OBJECTIONS.     
17/00545/AIR:  Alterations to security gate and security fencing (Consultation by East Midlands 
Airport) at Royal Mail Hub, Beverley Road, East Midlands Airport, Castle Donington, DE74 2SA.  
- NO COMMENT.  
17/00551/TCA:  Felling of 1 no. Weeping Willow and 1 no. Leyland cypress (Unprotected trees in
a Conservation Area) at 17 West End, Long Whatton, Loughborough, Leicestershire, LE12 5DW. 
- NO OBJECTIONS.    
17/00584/AIR:  Proposed relocated cyclamen cargo screening unit (consultation by East 
Midlands Airport) at Cargo East, Land To The North Of Beverley Road, East Midlands Airport, 
Castle Donington, Derby, DE74 2SA.  - NO COMMENT.  
17/00562/FUL:  Single storey rear extension at 14 Barnfield Close, Long Whatton, 
Loughborough, Leicestershire, LE12 5BZ.  - NO OBJECTIONS.  

(b) Planning Decisions notified since the previous meeting: 
17/00295/TCA:  Works to 4 no. trees (unprotected trees in a Conservation Area) at 73 Main 
Street, Long Whatton, Loughborough, Leicestershire, LE12 5DF.  - CONSENT TO CARRY OUT 
WORKS TO TREES IN CONSERVATION AREA.  
17/00413/TCA:  Felling of 6 no. young Aspen and 1 no. young Ash (Unprotected trees in a 
conservation area) at 16 The Green, Long Whatton, Loughborough, Leicestershire, LE12 5DB.  - 
CONSENT TO CARRY OUT WORKS TO TREES IN CONSERVATION AREA.  
17/00393/LBC:  Repair and restoration of existing timber framing to dwelling along with the 
introduction of new timber framing to north and east elevations (Listed Building Consent) at 61 
Main Street, Long Whatton, Loughborough, Leicestershire, LE12 5DF.  - LISTED BUILDING 
CONSENT.  

1779 Representatives’ Reports. 
Resolved:  Cllr P Gillatt – Explained the new road layout for Whatton Road once the Roxhill 
development has be completed.  Whatton Road will have a staggered junction (map provided) and this 
will have pedestrian and footpath linkage.   From Long Whatton you will turn left into the centre piece 
onto the new bypass, if you turn right this will take you back onto the old road to Kegworth.  

1780 Miscellaneous Correspondence (to note and made available for Councillors' inspection)
(a) Parish Liaison meeting - 7th June.  
(b) Leicestershire County Council Highways Newsletter.
(c) NWLDC Local Heritage Assets.
(d) Resident Local Council Contact Form.
(e) Clerks and Council's Direct May 2017 Issue 111.   

RESOLVED:  To receive the information.  All available from the Clerk.  

1781 Other matters/items for future Agendas at the Chairman's discretion
RESOLVED:  

 July Meeting CANCELLED.  Next Meeting Thursday 3rd August 2017.  

Meeting ended:  20:50.     
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