
Minutes of the Meeting of Long Whatton & Diseworth Parish Council held on Thursday 4th

May 2017 at 7.30pm at the Long Whatton Community Centre, The Green, Long Whatton.  

1753 Election of the Chairman of the Council for the ensuing year
It was proposed by Cllr D Bamford, seconded by Cllr M Hobbs and

RESOLVED:  that Cllr. Roberts be elected Chairman of the Council for the ensuing year
Cllr S Roberts signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office as Chairman.  Members thanked Cllr 
Cawdell for his role as Chairman in the past years.  

1754 Appointment of a Vice Chairman of the Council for the ensuing year
It was proposed by Cllr S Roberts, seconded by Cllr A Cawdell and

RESOLVED:  that Cllr. M Hobbs be appointed Vice-Chairman of the Council for the ensuing year and 
signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office as Vice-Chairman.  

1755 Attendance and apologies  
Present:  Cllrs S Roberts Chairman, D Bamford, M Hobbs, S Perkins and A Cawdell.          
Samantha Lockwood, Clerk. 
Apologies:  Cllrs D Wiggins and P Gillatt.   
County Councillor: Cllr N Rushton.   

1756 Code of Conduct - Councillors’ Declarations of Interest
Resolved:  None.  

1757 Minutes of the previous meeting of the Council
Resolved:  The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 6th April 2017, previously circulated, be 
taken as a true record, confirmed and signed.

1758 Any matters to be raised with the County Councillor.
Resolved:  None.  

1759 Any matters to be raised with the District Councillor.  
Resolved:  None.    

1760  Police, crime, safety
(a) Police report. 

Crime figures:  
Long Whatton
03/04/17 - Attempt burglary other than dwelling – Filed.  
10/04/17 - Burglary non-dwelling- Under investigation.  
17/04/17 - Theft of items from insecure vehicle – Under investigation.  

1761 Chairman’s Report 
RESOLVED:  None.  

1762 Administration & Finance 
(a) Clerk's Report.   

CLERK’S ADMINISTRATION REPORT - 4th May 2017.   
Long Whatton Play Area Update
Awards for All Grant Application has been sent off and recieved.  No further updates as yet 
regarding the lease.  

EMG – SRFI
Cllr P Gillatt and myself attended the meeting on 26th April.  
Points covered:
Encourage residents to use the website – it has the most up to date information.  
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There was a modification to the newsletter distribution, which now includes Long Whatton and 
Diseworth.  (Roxhill will consider to use the Rural Trader to advertise too)
Add onto the Parish Council website the contact details for the Roxhill development including; 
website address, EMG Email address and Roxhill company telephone number.  
Programme Update:  The development is 'on programme' and Roxhill is confident that they are 
where they need to be at this stage and should complete by estimated end date.
Kegworth bypass will start works in six months and it is estimated to be open Summer 2019.  
All phasing plans are on the website – guide residents to follow this.  
Traffic:  Roxhill have been in talks with Highways England, however, there is very little they can 
do about the amount of traffic.  There will be no changes to Roxhill's traffic management until the 
end of Summer – which is imposed by Highways England.  
Roxhill have fortnightly meetings with Highways England and they have been constructive, 
Roxhill explained that the traffic was made worse when the Smart Motorways Programme started
and at one of these meetings with HE it was suggested to put traffic lights at J23 to control the 
traffic – this happened and appears to be working...
roadworks.org – this is a public website where you can see all planned works, this is a live 
systems and how road works are managed.  
The rail terminal should be in operation by Summer 19, connect rail by 31st Dec 2019 and driving 
trains by 1st January 2020.
Whatton Road will have a staggered junction (map provided) and this will have pedestrian and 
footpath linkage.  Cllr P Gillatt has this map and will report at the meeting in June.  
Next meeting 12th July 2017 - EMG Head Office – 5pm.    

Millennium Meadow and extra cuts...
Cllrs D Bamford, S Roberts and myself attended a site meeting with members of the Millennium 
Meadow  Committee and the grass cutting contractor on Thursday 27th April; it was a successful 
meeting, please see below what was resolved:
Paths cut 6 x a year
The 'wild flower area' to be cut twice a year, the first cut within the last two weeks of June and this
cut is to have the cuttings taken away.  The next cut to be end of September, if there isn't much 
grass cut here the cuttings can be left.  These cuts are contracted out, by our contractor due to 
the machinery needed.  - Revised quotation to be given by Paul Hunt and sent through to the 
Parish Council.  
Hedges at the Millennium Meadow are in desperate need to be cut – but this cannot be done now
until Autumn.  Pat Guy is going to look into this and get a cost for the Parish Council.  
I need to find out the requirements/ regulations for holding a bonfire at this site.  
Diseworth Village Hall field – an additional cut required before the event due to be held on 
Sunday 18th June.  - Quote required.  

NWLDC Green Grants Application Form
Painting of the railings and phone box is now COMPLETE!!!!  This has made the area look nice 
and bright and the Cross area now complete.  This was made possible through the Parish 
Council precept and NWLDC Green Grants.  If there are other projects you'd like to see 
throughout Long Whatton and Diseworth please contact the Parish Council at 
parishcouncil@lwdpc.org.uk or please attend any meeting, all members of public are welcome to 
attend and to speak in Open Forum.  

Pension
I have received the letter through the post confirming that The Pensions Regulator has the 
completed Declaration of Compliance from Long Whatton and Diseworth Parish Council.  
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Payments Approved - April
PAYEE                   REASON £ CHEQUE
Robert Parker Painting – The Cross (Interim Payment) £500.00  101057
Robert Parker Painting – The Cross – Final Payment £680.00  101058
S Lockwood April Salary and expenses   £824.69  101059
A Clark April Salary and expenses £64.00  101060
Diseworth Village Hall Room Hire February £16.00  101061
LRALC Councillor Training £35.00  101062
Ian Fraser Internal Audit £100.00  101063

Total £2219.69

(b) To approve all year end accounts for the External Auditor, including the Annual Return.  
Resolved:  The Parish Council confirmed year end accounts and completed sections one and 
two of the Annual Return.  The Chairman signed and dated the form which is now ready for the 
Clerk to send to the External Auditor.  All bank accounts have been checked against the bank 
reconciliation for March and all balance.  

(c) To provide the annual report of the internal auditor. 
Resolved:   Report from the Internal Auditor:  I have undertaken an internal audit of Long 
Whatton and Diseworth Parish Council for the year ended 31st March 2016.  My role as internal 
auditor is to assist the council in fulfilling its responsibilities for the prevention and detection of 
fraud and corruption, errors and mistakes.  This is achieved by ensuring that proper systems and
financial controls are in place to fulfil this objective.  

I have carried out all the tests that have been suggested by the Audit Commission and have 
completed section 4 of the Annual Return.  There are 11 control objectives laid down in Section 4
of the Audit Commission Annual Return.  The internal audit has to give an opinion as to whether, 
in all significant respects, the control objectives were being achieved throughout the financial 
year to a standard adequate to meet the needs of the council.  

There is one issue to which I would draw your attention and it concerns the payments regarding 
the maintenance of the Church clock.  There are three invoices during the year made out to the 
Parish Council which have been paid by the Parish Council.  The Parish Council has no financial 
interest in the Church but, on the face of it, the Parish Council will reclaim the VAT on this 
expenditure.  I have recommended to your Clerk that advice is sought from the local association 
as it is in my view that the Council may be contravening the VAT regulations if VAT is reclaimed.  

I have also agreed with your Clerk that she will provide me with quarterly bank reconciliations 
and I also recommend that these are submitted to the Council.  

(d) To receive an update following the recent site visit to the Millennium Meadow.  
Resolved:  Please see above in the Clerks report for further details.   

(e) To discuss the quotations received for new Parish notice boards and confirm whether to 
purchase. 
Resolved:  The Parish Council, in principle, is happy with the information provided, however, the 
Clerk is going to get a further quote and bring it back to Council for a decision.  

1763 Local Council Affairs 
(a) To confirm Councillors attendance to District Council's Code of Conduct Training on 10th 

May 2017.  
Resolved:  Cllr S Roberts will attend District Council's Code of Conduct Training on 10th May 
2017. 

(b) Diseworth Village Hall AGM – The Parish Council to nominate a representative to attend 
the monthly committee meetings at the Village Hall, Diseworth. 
Resolved:  The Parish Council nominated Cllr D Bamford to be its representative at the 
Diseworth Village Hall Committee Meetings.  
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1764  Highways
(a) To discuss the increased traffic through Long Whatton and Diseworth since the Smart 

Motorways Programme and the Roxhill development started and consider writing a formal 
letter of concern to Highways England.  
Resolved:  The Parish Council will write a letter of concern to Highways England to stress that 
the restrictions now on the main routes i.e. the smart motorways programme are causing traffic 
to divert through roads that cannot take the volume of traffic.   

1765 Planning
(a) Planning Applications: consider and respond to the following:

17/00393/LBC:  Repair and restoration of existing timber framing to dwelling along with 
the introduction of new timber framing to north and east elevations (Listed Building Consent) at 
61 Main Street, Long Whatton, Loughborough, Leicestershire, LE12 5DF.  NO OBJECTIONS.  
17/00332/FULM - 17/00333/LBC:  Erection of 7 dwellings and conversion and change of use of 
agricultural building to 3 dwellings at 14 Grimes Gate, Diseworth, Derby, DE74 2QD.  - NO 
OBJECTIONS.  
17/00375/VCU:  Variation of condition 1 (16/00213/VCI) to remove chimney stack from proposal 
at numbers 1 and 3 at Former Site Of Ladram, Ashby Road, Long Whatton, Loughborough, 
Leicestershire, LE12 5BX.  - NO OBJECTIONS.  
17/00383/FUL:  Erection of two storey rear extension and formation of no. 2 car parking spaces 
to rear at 25 Main Street, Long Whatton, Loughborough, Leicestershire, LE12 5DF.  - The Parish
Council are querying if the road will be adopted?  As were under the impression that it is a
private road?  
17/00469/FUL:  Erection of drive-through restaurant and takeaway (use class A3 and A5) at Moto
Donington Park Service Station, Junction 23A , Ashby Road, Castle Donington, DE74 2TN.  - 
The Parish Council is concerned with the possibility of additional littering in the area, but 
has no other comments.   

(b) Planning Decisions notified since the previous meeting: 
16/01099/OUTM:  Proposed Residential Development of one Dwellings (Outline - Part Access for
Approval) at Former Tea Kettle Hall, The Green, Diseworth, Derby, Leicestershire, DE74 2QH.  - 
APPLICATION WITHDRAWN.  
17/00025/FUL:  Erection of a single storey side extension and detached double garage at Rose 
Hill, Smithy Lane, Long Whatton, Loughborough, Leicestershire, LE12 5BE.  - PLANNING 
PERMISSION.  
17/00144/FUL:  Change of use of land for the keeping of horses and the erection of two stables 
at Land North Of The Green, Diseworth.  - PLANNING PERMISSION.  

1766 Representatives’ Reports. 
Resolved:  
Cllr D Bamford read out details of letter he'd wrote, which was to be submitted to the Diseworth Dialogue
to be published in the next edition – please see full details below...

‘  Visitor’ Parking in Diseworth

A recent meeting was held to discuss the problem of nuisance parking in Diseworth and neighbouring 
villages, those attending included the Police, NWLDC, Leicestershire CC, representatives from East 
Midlands Airport as well as Parish Councillors from Kegworth, Castle Donington, Hemington cum 
Lockington and Long Whatton & Diseworth. The following summary of the issue and progress so far.

The situation in Diseworth has been on-going for a number of years where, particularly during school 
holidays and the summer months, people are parking for 2 or even 3 weeks at a time, leaving their cars 
on pavements, grass verges or inconsiderately parking close to the access to private drives, etc. It is 
also assumed that workers from EMA and the surrounding businesses park along Grimes Gate in 
Diseworth to avoid car park charges, this causes danger in the road due to poor visibility around the 
bends going out of the village.

Cars have been damaged within the village as, it is 'presumed', residents have taken the law into their 
own hands and vandalized 'airport users' cars in the hope, it is assumed, that it will deter the vehicle 
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owners from parking there again! This is a major concern for everyone as it is not illegal for anyone to 
park anywhere on the public highway (where it is safe). The Parish Council and Police have received 
complaints from vehicle owners and have been working together to highlight the parking problem as well
as to stop the vandalism.

Everyone at the meeting agreed that the issue was a serious one, that the resolution would not be easy, 
so several options were debated and the following actions were agreed.

 EMA to continue to promote the free 1 hour parking at Long Stay Car Park 4 - this option is 
already promoted on the airport web site … see 
https://www.eastmidlandsairport.com/parking/pick-up-and-drop-off/

 NWLDC to write to taxi companies regarding the above and, with EMA, work to educate 
taxi/private hire about free options at the airport to help prevent these users from waiting in 
villages for calls from arriving passengers.

 LCC to create a 'Shopping List' of available parking control measures.
 EMA to write to companies based in and around the airport explaining the need to be good 

neighbours by being mindful of where they park.
 Parish Councils to consider what they would like for their village after receiving the 'Shopping 

List' of measures.

The following are the control measures discussed: -
Restricted Parking Zone - A restricted parking zone operates in the same way as a single or double 
yellow line, however, signs are only placed at each entrance to the zone. No lines are placed on the 
ground – this affects residents and visitors alike. 

Residents Parking Scheme - A residents’ parking scheme is designed to remove long term parking 
and give residents a greater opportunity to park close to their home. A residents parking scheme, 
where possible is introduced using entry signs only, to reduce the visual impact of the scheme and to
minimise ongoing maintenance. 

Limited Waiting - The introduction of limit waiting does not prevent parking but limits the maximum 
time a vehicle can be parked for any one period. This type of parking restriction is usually used 
where there is a need for high vehicle turnover, i.e. town centres and not normally considered in 
residential areas.

Do nothing/minimum - Many people do not want the introduction of parking restrictions in their 
neighbourhood and it must be noted that there is an option to do nothing. There is also an option to 
take a minimal approach and only introduce restrictions where there is a known problem that is 
causing a safety issues or is detrimental to the local economy.

Based on comments made to the Parish Council, and on social media, further information was 
requested regarding the Residents Parking Scheme. 

LCC advised that a Residents Parking Scheme would need to gain significant support from both local 
residents and the wider community. The costs for any particular scheme will clearly be individual, and 
will be dependent on the number of roads, layouts and the signing requirements. Definitive costing is not
possible at this stage, as each scheme would require a detailed assessment and a preliminary design. 

Prior to implementation of any scheme a detailed study of each location would need to be undertaken, 
including parking surveys, analysis of data and a package of recommendations must be produced at a 
cost of £10,000.

Then the cost of implementing the agreed scheme can vary, in general costs exceed £20,000 to provide 
a residents parking scheme that is legal and enforceable. LCC works in partnership with the District and 
Borough Councils to enforce parking restrictions. NOTE: A private parking enforcement operator cannot 
enforce on-street parking restrictions. 

The current resident parking policy allows a household only two parking permits, these permits currently 
cost £50 per annum. Visitors or households where more than two cars need to be parked on the 
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highway would require a daily permit from a resident, the cost of which is currently £10 per book of 10 
daily permits. A maximum of 2 books only may be purchased per month.

 A residents’ parking scheme is usually implemented under the following circumstances:-
• Residents are unable to park because at least 40% of available kerb space is occupied by non-

residents during the working day, usually commuters near a town centre or factory premises, who
should be using alternative parking that is provided.

• At least 50% of the properties affected have no off-street parking allocation.
• There is sufficient on-street space to accommodate all vehicles owned by residents who wish to 

participate in the scheme.

A parking survey for each location is required to determine the most appropriate action before any 
preliminary or detailed designs can be produced. LCC’s view regarding Diseworth is; (a) the introduction 
of yellow lines will be visually intrusive, (b) the introduction of parking restrictions may not solve the 
problems completely, (c) parking controls may displace vehicles to other unsuitable locations within and 
around the village and (d) any parking controls may adversely affect residents more than non-residents.

Given the options and significant costs involved the Parish Council would welcome your view on the 
above, and on the parking situation as a whole, before further action is taken. Please write or send an e-
mail to the Parish Clerk, alternatively you can always attend one of the monthly meetings.

1767 Miscellaneous Correspondence (to note and made available for Councillors' inspection)
(a) NWLDC – Chief Executive News.  
(b) The Pensions Regulator – Acknowledgement of declaration of compliance.    

RESOLVED:  To receive the information.  All available from the Clerk.  

1768 Other matters/items for future Agendas at the Chairman's discretion
RESOLVED:  

 Cllr Cawdell reported that he hadn't heard anything further regarding the enforcement of the bus 
shelter outside 51 The Green, Long Whatton and has asked that the Clerk chases this up with 
NWLDC Planning Dept.

 Cllr Cawdell would like the Clerk to raise an issue with downloading the planning documents from
the NWLDC website – it takes such a long time, as some planning applications can have 20-30 
separate attachments.  Could this be made simpler by having them on a zip file?   

Meeting ended:  21:00.     
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