
Minutes of the Meeting of Long Whatton & Diseworth Parish Council held on Thursday
2nd March 2017 at 7.30pm at the Community Centre, Long Whatton.  

1727 Attendance and apologies  
Present:  Cllrs A Cawdell (Chairman), S Roberts, D Bamford, M Hobbs, S Perkins and P Gillatt.          
Samantha Lockwood, Clerk. 
County Councillor: Cllr N Rushton.  
Apologies:  Cllr D Wiggins.    

1728 Code of Conduct - Councillors’ Declarations of Interest
Resolved:  None.     

1729 Minutes of the previous meeting of the Council
Resolved:  The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 2nd February 2017, previously circulated, 
be taken as a true record, confirmed and signed.

1730 Any matters to be raised with the County Councillor.
Resolved:  Cllr A Cawdell raised the concern that the Parish Council has with Long Whatton Play Area.  
The problem is with the Heads of Terms, set by LCC and that there are clauses that allow the landlord to
give notice to terminate after a period of only 6 years.  For a small Parish to fund a huge investment this 
relatively short guarantee is not acceptable.  Cllr N Rushton asked the Clerk to email him with the 
concerns raised and he would then look into it on our behalf.  

1731 Any matters to be raised with the District Councillor.  
Resolved:  None.    

1732  Police, crime, safety
(a) Police report. 

Crime figures:  
3/2   Burglary dwelling      Main St, Long Whatton
12/2  Theft                          Main St, Long Whatton
15/2 Theft from vehicle      HGV on A42
18/2 Harassment
23/2 Theft from vehicle       West End, Long Whatton
25/2 Theft from vehicle       West End, Long Whatton  

1733 Chairman’s Report 
RESOLVED:  Training flights – some flights still fly over Long Whatton, but mostly now fly south of 
Hathern.  I brought the matter up with the Head of Corporate Responsibility at EMA after the first 
meeting on surface water and flooding.  At a subsequent meeting with the head of Air Traffic Control a 
proposed route for flights to the south of EMA was worked out. The majority of training flights follow the 
new route already. The route is not yet official but will become so with the next CAA licence/air-route 
review.  

Kegworth Lane and A6 bypass – the Parish Council has recently received details of the junction of 
Kegworth Lane and the new bypass.  The Parish Council was not consulted on the specific plan and 
Long Whatton is also outside the area to which EMG is supposed to deliver leaflets. In 2014 the Parish 
Council were asked if it would matter to us if Kegworth Lane was severed and became a dead end, 
probably because this would be the cheapest option for the developers. The Parish Council objected but
was given no details of the alternative plan. That is the total extent of the so-called consultation process. 

Long Whatton play area – The Parish Council has made progress on the Heads of Terms from LCC but 
still only gives 6 years before “right to build” puts the lease at risk. The first review date has changed 
from 5 to 10 years.  The Parish Council still needs better terms.  
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12/00090/FUL:  Erection of a detached 3 bedroom dwelling with associated parking for the proposed 
dwelling and no. 51 as well as the removal and replacement of a bus shelter at 51 The Green, Long 
Whatton, Loughborough, Leicestershire, LE12 5DA.  

On 23rd Feb Head of Planning – the bus shelter and driveway are subject to Pre-occupancy conditions 
and enforcement cannot commence until the house is occupied. However, the developer has been 
informed that it will need to comply with section 9 of the planning statement. The building itself does not 
conform to the planning application and the builder will have to submit a new application in order to 
normalise the irregularities.  

1734 Administration & Finance 
(a) Clerk's Report.   

CLERK’S ADMINISTRATION REPORT - 2nd March 2017.   

Long Whatton Play Area Update
The Parish Council commented on the Heads of Terms provided by LCC.  The main concerns had been 
addressed and we appear to be making progress, however, would still like the below to be looked into... 
The Parish Council feels that if LCC insist in clause 11 remaining, could it be in line with clause 3.2 so 
that notice to terminate cannot be served until after 10 years have elapsed. 
The Parish Council suggests that if clause 11 is enforced the following should be added to this clause "in
the event of the Landlord serving notice to terminate under this clause they will find an alternative site for
the play area within the school grounds at the Landlords expense"
Following on from LCC statement -  I am unable to remove the clause (11) regarding development 
provision as this has been asked for specifically.  -Who is insisting that clause 11 remains, and why? The
Parish Council is trying to provide a play area that will be an amenity not only for the wider community 
but also for the school. It will provide recreation and exercise for pre-school children while their parents 
wait to collect their older siblings. It is also essential for the Play Group. 
Could the Parish Council request an estimate of the Landlords legal fees.  

I am awaiting answers to the above concerns.  

SRFI
Since the last Parish Council meeting there has been much dialogue with the East Midlands Gateway 
Project Manager over how Whatton Road will appear once developed.  The Project Manager has 
confirmed that Whatton Road will be accessible from the Bypass by the proposed staggered junctions 
which will allow vehicles to turn right or left onto the bypass coming from Kegworth Village or from Long 
Whatton.  

The Parish Council has been concerned about a number of issues, see below, which have been raised 
with the EMG Project Manager and LCC Highways.  

Q - Poor access at both ends mean it is not suitable for a main thoroughfare. At the very least it must 
have a weight restriction in both directions - there is no way anything over 7.5T should be sent 
southbound as access in Long Whatton is extremely restricted. Bear in mind all other access routes to 
Long Whatton are subject to this weight restriction.
A - Whatton Road north and south of the bypass will have a 7.5T weight restriction.  Kegworth will not be
signed along Whatton Road north, but instead to the end of the bypass and then left onto the existing A6.
 
Q - Making access to the new by-pass from either side of Whatton Road serves no useful purpose other 
than to create two potential sites for accidents very close to the main access point – a bridge under or 
over the new road and retaining the old Whatton Road route makes much more sense by providing local 
traffic access between the villages of Long Whatton/Diseworth and Kegworth without the need to cross a
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potentially very busy main route. The cost of providing the two new sections must be prohibitive (or at 
least cover the cost of a small bridge?)  
A - The layout has been the subject of detailed consultation and Examination as part of the planning 
process and is now fixed.

Q - The proposed plan will provide a ‘rat-run’ for anyone approaching the A453 junction who sees the 
roundabout gridlocked (which it will invariably will be at times – definitely on a Friday evening!), after 
sitting in the queue they will see an opportunity to turn towards either village to circumnavigate the hold 
up using roads that are unsuitable for anything other than ‘local’ traffic.  
A - The East Midlands Gateway scheme includes significant changes to the strategic road network 
around M1 J24, and the detailed modelling undertaken does not forecast significant queues on the 
approach to the A453.  Further details on the wider improvements are available on our website.

Q - Due to the implications this plan has for Long Whatton and Diseworth I think there should be a public
consultation especially considering its one of the routes in/out of the village.  
A - Full consultation was undertaken during 2014 (in which many of the above comments were reviewed)
and the scheme was then subject to formal Examination during 2015 as part of the planning process.

The Parish Council is working with LCC to provide appropriate signage to deter traffic coming through 
the villages and will remain in dialogue with the EMG Project Manager for further updates as and when 
they arrive.  Wednesday 26th April – 5pm at Roxhill Site Office.  

NWLDC Green Grants Application Form
The Green Grants application has been successful!  The Parish Council has been awarded £500.00 
towards the works to The Cross, Diseworth.   

HS2 
The Government launched a Public Consultation about the 'route refinements' for HS2, which now 
affects the villages of Long Whatton and Diseworth.  The Parish Council urge anyone that has 
comments/questions or concerns to respond to the consultation by 9th March 2017. The Parish 
Council has registered and formally commented on the proposed route refinement consultation.  

Diseworth Community Litter Pick
Due to be held on Saturday 11th March.  

Quarterly Clerks Operational Meetings – Leicestershire County Council 
The Strategic Growth Plan with Leicester and Leicestershire.  
There will be another consultation in Summer/Autumn, but there is current information already available 
and published e.g. HETNA, which shows housing growth in our area between now and 2030.  

LCC has made significant savings as their budget is cut, but needs to make a further £78.3 million 
saving by 2020.  

Its important to have our say on the Highways Asset Management Policy and Strategy 
Consultation – Ends 26/03/2017.  

There are two policy documents:  
AMP1. We (LCC) will develop and operate a formalised asset management approach to ensure the 
optimal use and direction of the Council’s resources in maintaining the county’s highway assets for the 
benefit of current and future stakeholders.

AMP2. We (LCC) will prioritise maintenance interventions and treatment choices using a risk-based 
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approach taking account of the safety of stakeholders, customer expectations, network hierarchy, levels 
of use, network condition, environmental impact and the available resources. 

https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/have-your-say/current-consultations/have-your-say-on-proposed-
highways-maintenance-changes – I have sent this through to Councillors for them to provide 
comments for the consultation.  

LCC are trying to encourage better communication with its stakeholders, going forward.  Devolving 
and/or sharing responsibilities is how things are going and something the Parish Council's need to really 
consider for the future.  It was suggested that LCC perhaps provide a 'parish liaison' like NWLDC do.  It 
was said that there is such good relationships now with NWLDC and this is one of the main reasons.  

Signage and Weight limits
Signage – Derk from LCC is going to look into this (perhaps need to speak with development control 
too).  
It was suggested that perhaps LCC put together a policy, like they do for Speed Watch, but for a HGV 
Watch.  Weight limits need to be in place further back informing lorry drivers of the restriction before they
actually arrive at the village and try and turn around!  - Derk will come back to us with further information,
but it was very well received.  

Village Parking LCC Update – Nothing to date!

ICC – Airport Information Updates
The ‘Airspace Change’ programme is being set by central government – the Department for Transport – 
and the process is still emerging.  At present they are currently consulting on Guidance for the process, 
so still a way from the actual process.  In the meantime, ATC continue to instruct training pilots to avoid 
overflying the villages where ever operationally possible.  If there are specific incidents when this is not 
happening, EMA would be very happy to investigate the reasons with ATC and where relevant to pick 
this up with Base Training Managers.  EMA agree in doing this it helps to imbed the behaviours.  
 
Similarly EMA can investigate any noise issues that are being raised in the early mornings and late 
evenings as you’ve raised, but in order to do this we will need a time and location of disturbance.  EMA 
can then easily identify the aircraft responsible in each incident and see whether there is a pattern. 

Finally, the issue of an HS2 station – EMA think the airport has been misrepresented here.  It is not a 
case of the airport not ‘wanting’ a station.  HS2 have never proposed a station at the Airport.  With the 
line going so deep under the airport, it would have been cost-prohibitive to build a station under-ground, 
probably tens if not hundreds of millions of pounds.  The business case to make such a station viable 
was not likely to have stacked up, even if it was proposed.  The proposed station at Toton was one that 
seemed to have the most benefit for the region as a whole and as such the airport was happy to add it’s 
support to the wider regional support for Toton.  The fact that the line is now moving East of the airport 
does not change this.  EMA do believe that some people, including MP Andrew Bridgen, were proposing 
an HS2 station at East Midlands Parkway – however the understanding is that because the line at this 
point would be significantly elevated (around 2 stories high) then any station would need to be built as an
elevated station, which would again mean significantly increased build costs.  The airport does not feel it 
is appropriate to change it’s position of support for Toton given it’s regional benefit, and it is unlikely that 
the HS2 project would consider two stations, one at Toton and one at Parkway.
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Payments Approved - February
PAYEE                   REASON £ CHEQUE
Target Pest Control LTD Mar/Apr/May Dog Waste Bins Emptied £72.00 101045
Andrew Cawdell Chairman's Annual Allowance £60.00 101046
Smiths of Derby 2 x Church Clock Service £285.60 101047
A Clark February Salary and expenses £62.00  101048
S Lockwood February Salary and expenses   £819.55  101049

Total £1299.15

(b) The Clerk to update the Parish Council on the current situation at Long Whatton Play Area,
adjacent to the Primary School.  
Resolved:  Please see above in the Clerk's report.  

(c) The Parish Council to agree a working party to discuss the annual review of all the 
documents required for audit in time for approval at the next meeting; including the 
Standing Orders and Financial Regulations.  
Resolved:  Cllr S Roberts and the Clerk to go through the policies, in March, to update them 
ready for the next financial year.  

(d) The Clerk to provide an update to the Parish Council with the information received from 
the Project Manager for the SRFI Development - East Midlands Gateway.  
Resolved:  Please see above in the Clerks report.  

1735 Local Council Affairs 
(a) Cllr P Gillatt to provide an update to the Parish Council on the information received from 

EMA regarding Training Flights.  
Resolved:  Cllr P Gillatt gave an update on the dialogue he's had with EMA regarding training 
flights over Long Whatton.  It is important that if you see training flights over the village to report 
these through to EMA with dates and times etc.  The ‘Airspace Change’ programme is being set 
by central government, the Department for Transport – once the consultation is in process the 
proposed routes as discussed earlier with the Parish Council and EMA can be made official.  In 
the meantime, ATC continue to instruct training pilots to avoid overflying the villages where ever 
operationally possible. 

(b) Following the meeting held on 9th December 2016 regarding EMA Surface Water 
Management; the Parish Council to discuss the actions agreed and how it plans to 
implement them. 
Resolved:  The actions agreed from this meeting are below, the Parish Council is going to walk 
the water course.  Cllr S Roberts will walk the water course with the Clerk in Diseworth and Cllr 
M Hobbs will walk the water course with the Clerk in Long Whatton:

 LCC to provide a quote for a hydrological modelling survey for our catchment area including 
Long  Whatton/Diseworth and Hathern.  

 LWDPC and interested/affected residents to walk the local watercourse in order to help gather 
the evidence for LCC as to where the problem areas are.  

 To find out (possibly from EA) how the weir/flood gate on the River Soar operates and whether it 
could contribute to a solution.  Again this could be addressed through a Hydrological Study.  

 To ask for professional help from the River and Canals Trust in terms of supporting some 
volunteer projects that may assist riparian land owners with maintenance issues. 

 To arrange to have the brooks tested for Benzotriazol and/or other toxins – EMA agreed to review
with the EA at a meeting that was taking place imminently and take their advice.  

 The airport noted in response to concerns raised by residents attending the public meeting and 
reporting that ‘trees had died, and the environment of the water felt dead’ that at the point of our 
outlet from the water balancing ponds into the brook we had a real issue with overgrown plants 
and had to regularly cut back growth – it therefore seems unlikely that water from our ponds 
could be causing trees to die downstream.  
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 Geoff Moss offered to meet Michael Goy to further address his issues and concerns around 
chemicals in the water..  

 The airport explained that because the Eastern Pond is much older than the Western pond, the 
monitoring capabilities are not as sophisticated.  The airport is investigating whether improved 
monitoring can be incorporated into the older Eastern pond and will update the Parish At the 
moment the airport only monitors the level of the pond, and cannot monitor flows.  The maximum
flow is 1500 lps, it cannot exceed this.  

1736 Planning
(a) Planning Applications: consider and respond to the following:

17/00115/OUT:  Demolition of existing dwelling and outbuilding and erection of up to 4 dwellings 
along with associated access, parking and landscaping works (outline -all matters reserved) at 2 
Smithy Lane, Long Whatton, Loughborough, Leicestershire, LE12 5BE.  - OBJECT

 The houses are too big and inappropriate for Long Whatton.  Which is disappointing as 
Long Whatton needs 'starter' type homes, to encourage families to come into the village in
line with the recent Housing Needs Survey.  

 Is there adequate parking for four cars per house hold?

 The Parish Council feels that affordable homes policy should reflect the size of the 
community.  

 There is a huge highways concern from the Parish Council and residents; the road is 
already narrow, making it difficult when buses pass, but we feel the end of Smithy Lane 
should have double yellow lines painted, so that cars cannot park there causing 
obstruction.  

 If a development does go ahead the Parish Council would like to see that the pavement is 
continued across the new builds, in order to create a safe walking route, at present the 
footpath isn't wide enough for most pushchairs and wheelchairs.  

 The Parish Council would like to see that the brick wall persevered at the proposed 
development.  

 The Parish Council needs convincing that Plot 1 and 2 will have adequate parking. 
Looking at the plans it looks like when either neighbour is home a car will have difficulty 
turning around in the shared access area. 
17/00156/TCA:  Felling of 4 no conifers (unprotected trees in a conservation area) at 11A Main 
Street, Long Whatton, Loughborough, Leicestershire, LE12 5DF.  - NO OBJECTIONS. 
17/00069/FUL:  Single storey front and rear extensions at 5 Main Street, Long Whatton, 
Loughborough, Leicestershire, LE12 5DF.  - NO OBJECTIONS. 
17/00144/FUL:  Change of use of land for the keeping of horses and the erection of two stables 
at Land North Of, The Green, Diseworth.  - NO OBJECTIONS, in principle, to the erection of 
the two stables however, has concerns from a highways point of view, due to the 
positioning of the access onto the main road.  The access/gateway is much lower than the
main road, which will cause viability issues.  Perhaps the applicant could consider 
additional signage and ensure that the grass is cut back much more frequent than it 
currently is.
17/00165/TCA:  Works to 3 no. conifers and 1 no. apple tree and felling of 1 no birch tree 
(unprotected trees in a conservation area) at 12 Lady Gate, Diseworth, Derby, DE74 2QF.  - NO 
OBJECTIONS. 
17/00025/FUL:  Erection of a single storey side extension and detached double garage at Rose 
Hill, Smithy Lane, Long Whatton, Loughborough, Leicestershire, LE12 5BE.  - NO 
OBJECTIONS; providing the neighbours have no concerns.  
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(b) Planning Decisions notified since the previous meeting: 
16/01404/TCA:  Felling of 1 no. Sycamore and 2no. Conifers and works to 4 no. trees 
(unprotected trees in a Conservation Area) at All Saints Church, The Green, Long Whatton, 
Loughborough, Leicestershire, LE12 5DA.  - CONSENT TO CARRY OUT TO TREES IN A 
CONSERVATION AREA.
16/01239/LBC:  External alterations at 1 Clements Gate, Derby, DE74 2QE.  - LISTED 
BUILDING CONSENT.  

1737 Representatives’ Reports. 
(a) Cllr S Perkins to discuss concerns with fireworks within the village.    

Resolved:  Following complaints on Social Media from local residents of Diseworth, the Parish 
Council would like to politely remind people that we live in a rural community with pets and live 
stock and would ask that prior notice and warning was given before letting off fireworks. This 
would allow owners, with animals petrified of fireworks, to take precautions for their safety. Thank
you!  Cllr S Perkins also mentioned that there was a petition laid before parliament requesting a 
ban on the sale of fireworks to the public and only sell to approved organisations. 57000 people 
have already signed the petition, but it requires more signatures.  Andrew Brigden has been 
contacted to ask him to support the petition.

   
Cllr M Hobbs explained to the Parish Council that in 2014 Roxhill came to the Parish Council (in 
a closed meeting – Roxhills decision) where Kegworth Lane was discussed at length; the 
outcome here was that Roxhill didn't realise how important this road was to the village and that it 
would remain open.  No further information/consultation on this matter was given.  Cllr Hobbs has
asked if Roxhill could perhaps liaise with Sustrans to provide a safe cycle path/walkway for the 
walker/cyclist.  The road is already there it would be a case of putting in a small bridge or 
tunnel...the Clerk is to raise this at the next EMG Community Liaison meeting.  

1738 Miscellaneous Correspondence (to note and made available for Councillors' inspection)
(a) LRALC 2017 Newsletter no. 1.  (fwd Cllrs)
(b) Smart Motorways M1 J23a – 25 Notification (fwd Cllrs)
(c) Consultation on Draft Highway Asset Management Policy and Strategy (fwd Cllrs)
(d) Andrew Bridgen MP Surgery – (fwd Cllrs)
(e) Rushcliffe Local Plan Consultations.  - RESOLVED:  Parish Council only interested in 

NWLDC information; not boarding districts.  
(f) North West Leicestershire Local Plan examination - notification of further.  (fwd Cllrs)
(g) Road Closure:  CT1969/2017 Road leading from The Green to the unnamed road at Top of 

Merrill Grange, Long Whatton and Diseworth.  - (fwd Cllrs) 

RESOLVED:  To receive the information.  All available from the Clerk.  

1739 Other matters/items for future Agendas at the Chairman's discretion
RESOLVED:  None.  

Meeting ended:  21:10.   
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