
Minutes of the Meeting of Long Whatton & Diseworth Parish Council held on Thursday
2nd February 2017 at 7.30pm at the Diseworth Village Hall

1714 Attendance and apologies  
Present:  Cllrs A Cawdell (Chairman), D Bamford, M Hobbs, S Perkins and P Gillatt.          
Samantha Lockwood, Clerk. 
Police Valley Beat Team:  PCSO Nicola Russell.  
Apologies:  Cllr S Roberts and County Councillor Cllr N Rushton.      

1715 Code of Conduct - Councillors’ Declarations of Interest
Resolved:  None.     

1716 Minutes of the previous meeting of the Council
Resolved:  The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 12th January 2017, previously circulated, 
be taken as a true record, confirmed and signed.

1717 Any matters to be raised with the County Councillor.
Resolved:  None.  

1718 Any matters to be raised with the District Councillor.  
Resolved:  None.    

1719 Police, crime, safety
(a) Police report. 
RESOLVED:   Crime Figures for January 2017.  
Theft from Motor Vehicle             19/01           Hall Gate, Diseworth
Theft of Fuel                                20/01            Moto Services Car Park
Theft                                            21/01             Main St, Long Whatton

Emerging trends / Incidents of note:-
The Police continue to see thefts of tools from vans across the area and we would encourage people to 
consider where they park, removing tools from vehicles overnight and ensuring all tools are security 
marked.

Crime Prevention Advice 
As the darker nights are drawing in your beat team would like to remind everyone to “Lock up and light 
up”. The winter nights can make it easier for burglars to hide in darkness and for unoccupied and unlit 
houses easier to spot. The force traditionally sees a seasonal rise in burglaries after the clocks go back 
in October, with offences rising through December and January and falling back to normal levels by 
around March.

The local beat team would like to meet you... 
They hold regular beat surgeries and engagement events.
The Parish Council gave the PCSO dates of the Long Whatton and Diseworth Shows.  
PCSO Nicola Russell explained that the beat team are also attending the lambing event held at Manor 
Farm, Long Whatton on 25th March.  

Free Tool Marking And Crime Prevention Advice
Market Place Carpark, Castle Donington - Members of the Valley beat police team will be holding a free 
tool marking event.  Saturday 4th February.  

This is an opportunity to have power tools, hand tools, and garden equipment marked and personalised 
which will help with their safe return should your tools be stolen. The security marking is almost 
impossible to remove.  No appointment necessary, please feel free to attend.
If you are unable to make the tool marketing event and would like your tools marked if you call 101 the 
Police will come to you at your convenience.  
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1720 Chairman’s Report 
RESOLVED:    

Long Whatton Play Area:  
LCC supplied heads of terms for the new lease.  The Parish Council has received proposed terms of a 
new lease for the Play Area land from LCC.  The Parish Council now has to make a decision on how to 
proceed.  These terms would give LCC the right to bulldoze the site to build on it, with no indication of 
providing a replacement site or covering any costs.  All LCC's “reasonable” legal costs would be charged
to the Parish Council with no definition of “reasonable” or any real cap on these costs.

There are other problems for the PC, such as removing the right to continued tenure at the end of the 
lease and the new lease not starting before the end of the old one in August, which would set back the 
grant application by some months.

Our Clerk made enquiries with Straw and Pearce last week and met with solicitor David Partridge on 
Tuesday this week.  The Parish Council has engaged Straw and Pearce previously and they dealt with 
the current lease and hold the lease document.  

The CC's right to build exists in the old lease but circumstances have changed since then. The school 
has taken on early learners and an extra year of older children and is in the process of building an extra 
classroom. This may well create a demand for more parking spaces and the Play Area could be in 
jeopardy.  It would be unreasonable to go along with the new lease as offered if it puts our investment at 
risk.  In order to protect the investment of public funds we must consider engaging legal representation.  

Straw and Pearce has given us a fixed cost for representation which will help greatly in making a 
decision.

The Parish Council has been very fortunate in having Cllr Perkins legal expertise and help in dealing 
with this.  I would like to thank him for investigating the terms proposed by LCC and for volunteering to 
accompany our Clerk at the solicitors on Tuesday.

LW meeting room 
The Chairman explained the history of the Community Room.  The Community Room is often cramped 
with school storage, however, the Headmaster has said the Parish Council can hold its meetings in the 
main hall...although this is not the best solution, sadly there appears to be no legal avenue left to 
challenge and the Chairman also believes it would go beyond the remit of the Parish Council to do much
more than comment on how the Parish Council itself is affected by the situation.

1721 Administration & Finance
 (a) Clerks Report
Resolved:  CLERK’S ADMINISTRATION REPORT - 2nd February 2017.   

Defibrillators
Long Whatton defibrillator Seminar held Monday 16th January 2017 at Long Whatton Primary School was
very well received, all that attended were pleased with presentation given.    

Diseworth Benches
Installed!!    

Long Whatton Play Area Update
Awaiting Solicitor information.  

Precept
The Parish Council precept request was sent through to NWLDC on 16/01/17 and a confirmation email 
has been received.  
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SRFI
I attended the local forum meeting with Roxhill on Wednesday 25th January.  Have people in the area 
received a leaflet from EMG?  I wanted to know if Long Whatton and Diseworth have been included in 
circulation.  I will continue to attend these forums – just for information.  There was a representative from
LCC Highways and should we need any help regarding signage through the village I can contact her 
directly.  For all updates EMG are encouraging people to log on to their website.   
Www.Eastmidlandsgateway.co.uk  

Training Flights
Adam Greaves is who you should contact if you notice an issue relating to training flights and the route 
the pilots are using...Adam.Greaves@eastmidlandsairport.com and 01332 818414.
 
The proposed training circuit discussed with ATC and the Parish Council about a year ago is 'informally' 
in place, as a southerly loop both east bound and west bound designed to avoid the 'hot spots' of 
Diseworth, Hathern, Wilson and Long Whatton . However, due to various issues, predominantly safety 
issues such as  weather and conflicting air traffic, it's not always possible to follow the route exactly.
 Therefore, from time to time flights may still pass over Long Whatton.  Because they are training flights, 
there are often new pilots flying, and whilst the airlines and ATC are trying to adhere to the trial circuit, 
sometimes they may need reminding.  Please help us to help the situation by emailing the details 
through to EMA if there are particular 'noisy' days (as soon as possible to the date it occurs) so that the 
information can be passed on to the relevant company, as a reminder, to try and follow the route we 
proposed.  

You may or may not be aware that in 2006 the airport consulted widely on it's 'Master Plan', now called 
the 'Sustainable Development Plan'.  The operation of training aircraft was one of the themes that came 
through from the consultation exercise and EMA are aware that training aircraft can be intrusive.  Whilst 
some aircraft training will remain an operational necessity EMA have sought to respond to the concerns 
that have been expressed to them by extending the controls that we apply to these operations.  The 
existing prohibition of training operations on Sundays and Public Holidays has been extended to also 
include Saturdays and training operations by airlines that do not operate regularly from the airport have 
also been phased out.  

The last time the Airport made a change to it's airspace was around ten years ago as part of a significant
public consultation exercise.  However, the whole of the UK aviation sector will be undertaking 
consultation into airspace imminently... The basic structure of the UK’s airspace was developed over 
forty years ago. Since then there have been huge changes, including a hundred fold increase in demand
for aviation. 

Throughout Europe there is a move to simplify and harmonise the way airspace and air traffic control is 
used through the Single European Sky project. In the UK and Ireland the CAA is meeting those and 
other issues through the Future Airspace Strategy (FAS) which sets out a plan to modernise airspace by 
2020.  It is the airport's intention to include any formal changes to its proposed training circuits within this
next round of formal consultation.  
 
The representative on the ICC for Parish Council's in Leicestershire is Cllr Angus Sowter from Castle 
Donington Parish Council - therefore should the PC wish to raise anything or would like an update from 
the meetings this is another contact as well as the WINGS members.  
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Payments Approved - January
PAYEE                   REASON £ CHEQUE
S Lockwood December Salary and expenses   £796.81  101042
A Clark December Salary and expenses £62.00  101043  
Melbourne Tree Services Installation of 2x benches in Diseworth £1104.00   101044

Total £1962.81

(b) The Clerk to update the Parish Council on the current situation at Long Whatton Play Area, 
adjacent to the Primary School, regarding the information received from Leicestershire County 
Council and solicitor.  
Resolved:  Cllr S Perkins and the Clerk attended a meeting with Straw and Pearce solicitors to raise a 
few queries relating to the Heads of Terms set out by LCC for the lease of land situated to the left on 
Long Whatton Primary School, in which the play area sits.  

The Parish Council's main concern is relating to clause 3.2 and 11 - the right to break. 

It states in part 11 of the Heads of Terms that 'the landlord may serve 9 months notice, any time after the
first year of the term upon the Tenant to terminate the lease'.  Twenty-one months seems unacceptable 
for the landlord to terminate?  - We have asked LCC to look into this as the Parish Council feels clause 
11 should  be deleted altogether.    
 
The Parish Council has also requested that clause 3.2, a break clause, needs to begin at 10 years.  
 
The Parish Council is investing a substantial amount of funds into new equipment at the play area and is
also hoping to receive a 50% grant towards costs.  The Big Lottery fund need to have proof that the 
Parish Council has at least a five year lease of the land and with the Parish Council funds this being 
public money, the Parish Council needs to invest wisely in order for it to be accountable.  Therefore, the 
Parish Council would like to have the security of a ten year lease before a 'mutual break option' in order 
for the investment to be viable.  Therefore has asked whether Leicestershire County Council be happy to
include this condition within the lease?
 
Also requested; Clause 4 Rent review to be in line with index linked only.  

The Parish Council has used Straw and Pearce in the past for all its legal requirements.  This area of 
work regarding the lease and registering the land with the Land Registry Office is a total cost of £875 + 
VAT.  

(c) Following the information received from the Clerk regarding Long Whatton School play area, 
the Parish Council to discuss and decide on the next course of action required.
Resolved:  The Parish Council has agreed for Straw and Pearce Solicitors to take on the work required.
The Clerk is still liaising with LCC to ask the relevant questions regarding the Parish Council's concerns 
and will be reporting back to the solicitor following a response.  

(d) To discuss the storage of documents held by the Parish Council. 
Resolved:  The Parish Council has requested that the Clerk asks Straw and Pearce Solicitors what 
documents it holds for it and to ask for a 'black box' to store all the Parish Council's land assets including
leases etc in.  This would mean that all legal documents are in one area.  The Clerk is to find out what 
documents are stored at the County Council storage office in Wigston.  
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1722 Local Council Affairs 
(a) To note:  HS2 – The Parish Council to discuss and confirm its formal response in order for

the Clerk to reply to the consultation within the deadline. 
Resolved:  The Government has launched a Public Consultation about the 'route refinements' 
for HS2, which now affects the villages of Long Whatton and Diseworth.  The Parish Council 
would urge anyone that has comments/questions or concerns to respond to the 
consultation by 9th March 2017. 

You can respond to this consultation in the following ways:
(a) Online: you can provide your response online via the HS2 consultation website at 

https://route2b.dialoguebydesign.net
(b) Response form: for copies of the response form, go to www.gov.uk/hs2 or call 020 7944 4908;
(c) Email: you can email your completed response form to route2b@dialoguebydesign.co.uk
(d) Post: you can post your completed response form to the following address:  FREEPOST 

HS2 PHASE 2B ROUTE REFINEMENT CONSULTATION

The Parish Council will be responding to the consultation as well however, is just 
seen/classed as only one comment – therefore its important that residents also respond.    

The Parish Council considers that the proposed preferred route will have a significant effect on 
the villages of Long Whatton and Diseworth, during both the construction and operating phases, 
so on this basis must object strongly to this route!    

 
Having attended the recent Open Day in Kegworth members of the Parish Council were 
disappointed that no specific visual impact details or aids were available, especially given the 
significance of a large and long (and high?) viaduct proposed between the two villages. Given the
size, scale and impact of this project in an already congested but basically rural area the amount 
of information available to give a considered response is insufficient. 

 
The Parish Council cannot see that HS2 provides any benefit to our area, but believes it will 
severely impact on several properties and will detrimentally affect the way of life in our Villages. 
As a Parish Council, we must reserve our position to comment further when full environmental 
impact details are available. 

1723 Planning:   
(a) Planning Applications: consider and respond to the following:
17/00054/FUL:  Proposed Single Storey Orangey Extension to Rear Elevation at 45 West End, Long 
Whatton, Loughborough, Leicestershire, LE12 5DW.  - NO OBJECTIONS.  
17/00013/FUL:  Proposed erection of a stable block along with formation of new vehicular access and 
provision of internal driveway at The Old Parsonage, 2 Mill Lane, Long Whatton, Loughborough, 
Leicestershire, LE12 5BD.  - In principle the Parish Council has NO OBJECTIONS, however, would 
need to see a full site location plan in order to comment on any access implications on the 
highway.  
17/00014/TCA:  Felling of 1 no. Alder and pollarding of 1 no. Willow (unprotected trees in a Conservation
Area) at 10A Clements Gate, Diseworth, Derby, DE74 2QE.  - NO OBJECTIONS.  

(b) Planning Decisions notified since the previous meeting: 
16/01404/TCA:  Felling of 1 no. Sycamore and 2no. Conifers and works to 4 no. trees (unprotected trees
in a Conservation Area) at All Saints Church, The Green, Long Whatton, Loughborough, Leicestershire, 
LE12 5DA.  - CONSENT TO CARRY OUT TO TREES IN A CONSERVATION AREA.
16/01239/LBC:  External alterations at 1 Clements Gate, Derby, DE74 2QE.  - LISTED BUILDING 
CONSENT.  
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1724 Representatives’ Reports. 
RESOLVED:  All Cllrs and Clerk attended HS2 consultation at the Yew Lodge Hotel, Kegworth.  
Cllr Perkins and Clerk attended Straw and Pearce Solicitors.  
Cllr Cawdell attended the Community Association meeting and updated the members on the progress at 
Long Whatton Play Area.    

1725 Miscellaneous Correspondence (to note and made available for Councillors' inspection)
RESOLVED:  None.   

1726 Other matters/items for future Agendas at the Chairman's discretion
RESOLVED:  The Clerk to report to LCC the current state of the footpath between The Woodcroft and 
Page Lane.   

Meeting ended:  21:30.   
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